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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 LA communication application executable on a network comprising: 

2 a client process executable on a processor in a two-way communication device, the two- 

3 way communication device including a display screen capable of displaying a 

4 barcode image suitable for scanning by a barcode scanner; 

5 a server process executable on a processor communicatively coupled over the network to 

6 the client process; and 

7 a coupon depository coupled to the server process capable of storing a plurality of 

8 coupons, the coupons including an encoding of a barcode image, the server 

9 process including an operation of sending a coupon to the client process, the 

1 0 client process including an operation for decoding the barcode image encoding 

1 1 and displaying the barcode image on the display screen for scanning by the 

12 barcode scanner. 

1 2. A communication application according to Claim 1 further comprising: 

2 the client process including an operation for initiating a communication with the server 

3 process and requesting a coupon for a selected item; and 

4 the server process including an operation for receiving the coupon request, determining 

5 whether a coupon is available for the requested coupon, and, if so, transmitting 

6 the requested coupon to the client process. 

1 3. A communication application according to Claim 1 further comprising: 

2 the client process including an operation for initiating a commumcation with the server 

3 process and requesting coupons for a generic class of items; and 

4 the server process including an operation for receiving the coupon request, determining 

5 coupons that are available for items in the generic class, and transmitting the 

6 requested coupons to the client process. 
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1 4. A communication application according to Claim 1 further comprising: 

2 the server process including an operation for profiling users to determine collections of 

3 items of interest to associated classes of users according to users profiles; and 

4 the server process including an operation for sending a collection of items to a user in the 

5 associated class. 

1 5. A communication application according to Claim 1 further comprising: 

2 the server process including an operation responsive to a global positioning signal 

3 locating a user position, the operation for determining whether the user position is 

4 in a vicinity near a retailer honoring a coupon in the coupon depository and if so 

5 sending the coupon to the user. 

1 6. A communication application according to Claim 1 wherein: 

2 the barcode includes tracking information for tracking usage of the coupon. 

1 7. A communication application according to Claim 1 wherein: 

2 the two-way communication device is selected from among a group consisting of cellular 

3 telephones, pagers, and palm-held computers. 

1 8. An executable program code loadable from a storage media or downloadable from a 

2 communication source according to Claim 1 . 

1 9. An article of manufacture encoding the executable program code according to 

2 Claim 8. 

1 10. Acommunication application executable on a network communicatively coupled to a 

2 server process, the communication application comprising: 

3 a client process executable on a processor in a two-way communication device, the two- 

4 way communication device including a display screen capable of displaying a 



-21 - 



Attorney Docket No. M-863 1 US 



5 barcode image suitable for scanning by a barcode scanner, the client process 

6 including: 

7 an interactive input process capable of receiving input signals from the two-way 

8 communication device; 

9 a communication initiating process responsive to the input signals for sending 

10 application initiation signals to the server process via the network; 

11 a communication receiving process responsive to communication signals from the 

12 server process for receiving coupon information from the server process, 

13 the coupon information including an encoded barcode image; and 

14 a display process responsive to the receipt of coupon information for decoding 

15 the encoded barcode image and displaying the barcode image. 

1 1 1 . A communication application according to Claim 1 0 further comprising: 

2 a request process for requesting coupons for a generic class of items; 

3 the communication receiving process for receiving coupon information of one or more 

4 coupons for items in the generic class. 

1 12. A communication application according to Claim 10 further comprising: 

2 a request process for requesting coupons for a generic class of items; 

3 the communication receiving process for receiving coupon information of one or more 

4 coupons for items in the generic class; and 

5 an interactive access process for displaying the plurality of coupons, scrolling through 

6 the plurality of coupons, and selecting coupons under direction of user signals. 

1 13. A communication application according to Claim 10 wherein: 

2 the two-way communication device is selected from among a group consisting of cellular 

3 telephones, pagers, and palm-held computers. 

1 14. An executable program code loadable from a storage media or downloadable from a 



2 communication source according to Claim 10. 
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1 1 5. An article of manufacture encoding the executable program code according to 

2 Claim 14. 

1 16. Acommunication application executable on a network comprising: 

2 an electronic coupon clearinghouse coupled to the network and containing a plurality of 

3 electronic coupons, the electronic coupons including an encoded barcode image; 

4 a coupon database coupled to the electronic coupon clearinghouse; 

5 a server coupled to the network, the server capable of accessing the electronic coupon 

6 clearinghouse and receiving selected electronic coupons from the electronic 

7 coupon clearinghouse; 

u 8 a two-way communication device capable of communicating on the network and 

9 receiving electronic coupons from the server via the network, the two-way 

110 communication device capable of decoding the encoded barcode images and 

jtl 1 displaying the barcode images on a screen display for scanning by a barcode 

+ 12 scanner. 

U i 1 17. A communication application according to Claim 16 further comprising: 

2 a profile engine coupled to the network and accessible by the server that generates a 
Q 3 profile of users and creates a collection of coupons according to the user profiles. 

1 18. A communication application according to Claim 16 wherein: 

2 the two-way communication device initiates communication with the server and requests 

3 a coupon for a specific item; and 

4 the server determines whether a coupon for the specified item is available in the coupon 

5 database and, if so, sends the specified item coupon to the two-way 

6 communication device. 

1 19. A communication application according to Claim 16 wherein: 

2 the two-way communication device initiates communication with the server and requests 

3 coupons for a class of items; and 
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the server searches the coupon database for coupons included within the class of items 
and sends the item class coupons to the two-way communication device. 

20. A communication application according to Claim 16 further comprising: 

a profile engine coupled to the network and accessible by the server that generates a 

profile of users and creates a collection of coupons according to the user profiles, 
wherein 

the server periodically searches the coupon database for coupons included within 
the collection of coupons for a particular user profile and sends coupons 
in the collection to the two-way communication device. 

21. A communication application according to Claim 16 wherein: 

the server is responsive to a global positioning signal locating a user position by 

determining whether the user position is in a vicinity near a retailer honoring a 
coupon in the coupon depository and if so sending the coupon to the user. 

22. A communication application according to Claim 16 wherein: 

the two-way communication device is selected from among a group consisting of cellular 
telephones, pagers, and palm-held computers. 
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